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Note From The Author

Kimani “The Machine” Williams, PhD

Ever since I have known myself, I have been tutoring my friends and fellow students in academia. I have been blessed 
with a knack for simplifying what seems complicated to students. After high school, I left my home country of Jamaica 
to go to Macalester College, a small liberal arts college in Minnesota. After four wonderful years of Minnesota in the 
frigid tundra, it was time to return to a climate more favorable to a Jamaican, so I decided to further my studies by 
joining the PhD program in Electrical Engineering at the University of California, Santa Barbara. While working 
on my doctorate, I started tutoring part-time for a large test prep company. It so happens, that I am phenomenal at 
dramatically improving students’ test scores. Soon, I was tutoring so many students that I began to feel more like a 
part-time PhD student and a full-time tutor. 

After completing my PhD in Electrical Engineering, I decided to fully devote myself to my passion for teaching 
and tutoring, which led me to start my own company, Tutoring Machines, LLC. In my own microcosmic way, I am 
changing the world, one student at a time as I help students reach their goals through higher education.
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militant approach and direct agitation against Jim 
Crow laws in order to obtain civil rights for Blacks. 
He called Washington the Great Accommodator since 
he thought Washington wanted Black people to be 
submissive. Du Bois had realized that equal rights 
would never be granted by the White establishment. 
They would have to be fought for and won by protest 
and political action.
      Du Bois became one of the first to openly express 
criticism of the approach taken by Washington, saying 
in his now famous collection of essays “The Souls of 
Black Folk” that Washington’s policies had achieved 
the exact opposite of what was desired. He questioned 
how it would be possible to achieve social equality 
while submitting to a system of emasculation of the 
race by the acceptance of second-class status.
      Du Bois was among the founders of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). Like the waves hitting the shore of the 
beach, the NAACP ushered in a new era of public 
agitation and protest against the prevalent injustice. It 
also helped to spawn the Civil Rights Movement of 
the 20th century. Meanwhile, Washington’s political 
influence diminished when President Woodrow 
Wilson took office in 1913. He then moved to 
Alabama, where he spent the rest of his life. Du Bois, 
on the other hand, was very influencial for decades to 
come until he repatriated to Ghana, where he spent the 
rest of his days until 1963.
 While there were many points of contention 
between Washington and Du Bois, they shared a 
common goal. Both opposed racially motivated 
violence and social inequality. While Washington 
was a firm believer in Industrial Education instead 
of Liberal Arts, he still valued Liberal Arts. Du 
Bois greatly valued, appreciated, and highlighted 
Washington’s accomplishments, even when the two 
men were at odds.
 It is an open question whether both Booker T. 
Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois would think their 
aims have been achieved, even in the 21st century. 
Both leaders, even in opposition to each other at 
times, supported the advancement of civil rights for 
Black people, but their approaches to achieving this 
goal were vastly different. They both were passionate 
in their beliefs and chose the paths they thought were 
best, which led them to become two prominent figures 
in Black history.
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11

It can reasonably be inferred from the first paragraph 
that

A) the federal government did not participate in 
creating the Jim Crow laws.

B) the Black community obtaining equal rights after 
the Civil War was a smooth transition.

C) most of the freedmen lived in the Northern states. 

D) the Southern Whites were heavily dependent on 
slavery.

12

According to the passage, Booker T. Washington 
wanted which of the following to happen?

A) He wanted the Blacks to study Liberal Arts and 
participate in the political process in order to enact 
change.

B) He wanted to implement a more militant approach 
to seizing social justice.

C) He wanted to practice non-violent protests 
nationwide until Black people were taken 
seriously.

D) He wanted to change the mindset of the Whites 
by having Black people prove their worth in an 
economic way.

13

In lines 15-16, the statement “the war of words” refers 
to 

A) freedmen finding it hard to gain access to 
education.

B) the manner in which Booker T. Washington 
became the leading voice in the Black community

C) the platform on which Washington decided to 
address the fight for civil rights for black people.

D) the disagreement between two public figures.
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attempt to reflect the true history of an administration, 
including the good, the bad, and the ugly?

Figure 1

Percentages of Public Citizens Who Use 
the Presidential Library in City X

Figure 2

Percentages of Students Who Use the 
Presidential Library in City X
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11

In the first paragraph (lines 1-14), the author mentions 
Roosevelt’s history degree from Harvard in order to

A) show that Roosevelt was qualified to solve the 
problems of the Great Depression and World War 
II.

B) explain why he was the longest serving United 
States president.

C) lend credibility to the value of presidential papers 
and public access to these papers.

D) highlight that Harvard is one of the nation’s top 
educational institutions.

12

What function does the second paragraph (lines 15-30) 
serve in the passage as a whole? 

A) It acknowledges that in the midst of skepticism 
about presidential libraries, they do serve a 
valuable purpose.

B) It advocates for open dialogue about whether or 
not presidential libraries should be abandoned.

C) It gives an overview of the taxes levied on the 
public to maintain presidential libraries.

D) It illustrates with detail why it was FDR who 
created presidential libraries.

13

As used in line 23, “demitting” most nearly means

A) occupying.

B) entering.

C) resigning. 

D) winning.



77

Evidence-Based Reading Practice Test
65 MINUTES, 52  QUESTIONS

Turn to Section 1 of your answer sheet to answer the questions in this section.

DIRECTIONS

Each passage or pair of passages below is followed by a number of questions.  
After reading each passage or pair, choose the best answer to each question based 
on what is stated or implied in the passage or passages and in any accompanying 
graphics (such as a table or graph).

Questions 1-10 are based on the following 
passage.

This passage is adapted from E. Temple Thurston, 
The City of Beautiful Nonsense. © 1900 by Dodd, 
Mead, and Company.

 When the church service was over and the priest 
had passed in procession with the altar boys and 
girls into the shadows behind the altar, the little 
congregation rose slowly to its feet. One by one they 
approached the altar of St. Joseph. One by one their 
pennies rattled into the brown wooden box as they 
took out and lighted their purchased candles, and soon 
the sconce before the painted image of that simple-
minded saint was ablaze with little points of light.
 There is nature in everything; as much in lighting 
candles for poor St. Joseph as you will find in the most 
momentous decision of a lifetime. The wealthy stock-
broker, counting with care two pennies from amongst 
a handful of silver, was servant to the impulses of 
his nature. It crossed his mind that they must be only 
*farthing candles–a penny, therefore, was a very 
profitable return for the Church–the Church was too 
grasping. He would buy no more than two. Why 
should the Church profit seventy-five percent upon his 
faith? He gave generously to the collection. It may be 
questioned, too, why St. Joseph should give him what 
he had asked, a transaction which brought no apparent 
profit to St. Joseph at all? He did not appreciate that 
side of it. He had prayed that a speculation involving 
some thousands of pounds should prove successful. 
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If his prayer were granted, he would be the richer by 
twenty percent upon his investment–but not seventy-
five, oh, no–not seventy-five! And so those two 
pennies assumed the proportions of an exactment 
which he grudgingly bestowed. They rattled in his ear 
as they fell.
 After him followed the chairwoman. Crossing 
herself, she bobbed before the image. Her money was 
already in her hand. She took her charge seriously 
to successfully deliver the pennies. All through the 
service, she had gripped it in a perspiring palm, 
fearing that it might be lost. Three-penny-bits are 
mischievous little coins. She gave out a gentle sigh 
of relief when at last she heard it tinkle in the box. It 
was safe there. That was their destination. The three 
farthing candles became hers. She lit them lovingly. 
Three children there were, waiting in some tenement 
buildings for her return. As she put each candle in 
its socket, she whispered each separate name–John–
Mary–Michael. There was not one for herself. Then 
came the clerk. He lit four. They represented the sum 
of the four pennies that he had. It might have bought 
a packet of cigarettes. He looked pensively at the four 
candles he had lighted in the  sconce, then turned and 
walked away. After all, what good could four farthing 
candles do to poor St. Joseph? Perhaps he had been a 
fool–perhaps it was a waste of money.
 Following him was the bank manager. Six candles 
he took out of the brown wooden box. Every year he 
lit six. He had never lit more; he had never lit fewer. 
He lit them hurriedly, self-consciously, as though he 
was ashamed of so many, and turning quickly away, 
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The southern end of the campus has the dorms for the 

freshmen, 1  when the northern end of campus has the 

dorms for the upperclassmen. 

The mural at the Bob Marley Museum is a creative work 

2  because by revealing the artist’s emotions, celebrates 

the life of one the greatest Reggae singers of all time. 3  

However, Bob Marley was truly a musician whose music 

transcends time. 

The film Dracula, 4  starring it’s vampire-like character 

who feeds on blood, has been remade many times over the 

past couple of decades. 

The beautiful sunset scene depicted in the painting came 

from the 5  painters memory of the time he went hiking 

with his dad on his thirteenth birthday.



Practice: Conjunctions, Misplaced Modifiers, and Apostrophes

1

A) NO CHANGE 

B) and

C) which

D) what

2

A) NO CHANGE 

B) while

C) that

D) since

3

A) NO CHANGE 

B) Regardless,

C) Despite this,

D) DELETE the underlined portion

4

A) NO CHANGE 

B) who’s

C) based on its’

D) with its

5

A) NO CHANGE 

B) painter’s memory

C) painters’ memory

D) painters memory,



The Numbers Game Homework
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Making Up Numbers Drill 6

5 

The width of a rectangular garden is  a feet. The length 
of the garden is 4 feet longer than its width. Which of 
the following expresses the perimeter, in feet, of the 
garden in terms of  a ?

A) 4a + 8

B) 8a + 16

C) a2 + 4

D) a2 + 4a

17 

The inequality 5(x + 6) < 7(x – 4) is equivalent to 
which of the following choices?

A) x < − 1

B) x < 29

C) x > 29

D) x > − 1

18 

In order to win the student body presidential election, 
a student must receive over 50% of the votes. If 650 
students voted in the election, then which of the 
following expressions is true about  x, the minimum 
number of votes that a student must receive to win the 
presidency?

A)   x < 325

B)   x > 325

C)   x > 326

D)   x < 326

30 

Which of the following number line graphs shows the 
solution set of 2(x+3) + 2 ≤ 3x+12 ?

A) 

 

B) 

  

C) 

  

D)  

-4 4-10 100 x

-4 4-10 100 x

-4 4-10 100 x

-4 4-10 100 x


